Unions in Africa in variety of activities on April 28- Towards safer working conditions in BWI Sectors.
As part of its April 28 campaigns, BWI affiliates in Africa will be involved in variety of activities ranging from OHS trainings, Candle lighting, symbolic tree planting, visiting the injured workers among others. Below are details as reported from the affiliates. 
In Mali, FENIBABCOM will hold a one day workshop on public Conference on Asbestos, in Democratic Republic of Congo, three BWI affiliates (FTBBI, FNTBB, and FTBB) will hold a Public Conference on Health and safety in Kinshasa and invitation has already been made to an OHS specialist and the Ministry of Labour.  In Nouakchott, Mauritania, the affiliate (SNI) will also conduct workshop on OHS and participate in a media campaign. In Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, the three BWI Affiliates’ (FTBBF, FNTCS, and SNTBB) will conduct one day workshop for OHS Committees and same time carry a workplace OHS Campaign at SOGEA SATOM Road Construction site and also host a media campaign.

Namibia affiliate (MANWU) will be undertaking Occupational Health and Safety workshop at NUNCW Centre in Windhoek under the theme “Unions maker work safer”. 
In a year dubbed International Year of Forest 2011, BWI affiliates in Africa are planning to flag OHS issues to highlight unsafe conditions facing forest and wood workers. In Uganda, the Uganda Building Union will gather Employers representatives, Union OHS Committee members to discuss safety issues. Prior to the discussion there will be ceremonial greening marked by tree planting in conjunction with Nile ply Limited at Nakasongola.
In the same manner, four Kenya affiliates Kenya Building Union, Kenya Quarry Union, Kenya Printing Union and Union of Research(UNRISK) will gather at phase II of Laxmanbhai  construction site Limited to plant ceremonial trees in honors of workers who have lost their lives  in unsafe working conditions. As part of using tree planting to honour workers who have lost their lives due to hazardous working conditions, FNV Bouw Netherlands also pledged to carry similar event in Netherlands as “Tree planting Chain” is building up with messages on OHS issues. We look forward to more unions joining the Tree planting  chain as part  of highlighting health and safety  Issues during the International Year of Forests.
The Ethiopia Construction Wood, Metal and Other Trade unions will hold a meeting with Employers, OHS representatives at Amara region Bahir Dar Town about 560 Km from Addis Ababa. During the event there will light candle at accident site where workers died while on duty.

“Time to make work safer by joining BWI affiliates in the planned activities on April 28th in our respective countries”.

