Work-related fatalities, accidents and diseases

New ILO global estimates of work-related fatalities, accidents and
diseases were made in 2005 and 2006 using available statistics for the year
2003 . Fatal occupational accidents for 2003 are estimated at about 358 000,
a very slight increase from the 2001 number. However non-fatal occupa-
tional accidents seem to have increased to about 337 Million per year. Fatal
work-related diseases on the other hand show a slight decrease to 1.95 Million
per year.

Table 1. Estimated numbers of work-related fatal and non-fatal
accidents and diseases (Annex 1)

Accident,s causing Work-related Workrelated Tot_al of fatal
Year > 4 days’ absence . . accidents and
Fatal accidents Fatal diseases )
from work diseases
2001 268 million 351 000 2.03 million 2.38 million
2003 337 million 358 000 1.95 million 2.31 million

The rise in non-fatal accidents is partly explained by an increase of the
economically active population globally and, in some regions, by the increase
of total employment. The data sets used for calculations cover also more
countries than in calculations for previous periods. Deaths caused by hazard-
ous substances have almost doubled to about 651 0002 . The main reason
for the increase is that the chronic obstructive pulmonary disease attributable
fractions have been found to be much higher that previous estimates®. When
these factors are taken into account, the overall numbers do not seem to have
changed in any significant way. The new estimates may in fact be a more accu-
rate portrayal of the true situation in 2001.

Estimates of occupational accidents and diseases are by necessity extrap-
olated from statistics that are often heterogeneous in terms of definitions,
data collection methodologies and quality. As such, they provide more of an
approximation of the burden of work-related accidents and diseases than an
accurate assessment. Many countries still lack the expertise and the resources
to collect statistics that would allow a sufficiently reliable evaluation of the
magnitude of work-related accidents and diseases. There is a strong need in
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