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Crime and punishment
CCA/TUC campaign priorities say the
government must:

Introduce legal reforms that will
◆ Impose legally binding safety duties

upon company directors to ensure
their companies are complying with
health and safety law and require
boards to designate a director 
responsible for safety.

◆ Change the law of corporate
manslaughter so companies and other
organisations can be held to account 
if their grossly negligent management
failures cause death.

◆ Give union safety reps the power to
serve provisional improvement notices
(PINs - see Hazards 76).

◆ Allow crown bodies to be prosecuted
for health and safety and manslaugh-
ter offences. 

◆ Permit private prosecutions without
requiring the consent of the Director
of Public Prosecutions.

◆ Repeal section 28 of the Health and
Safety at Work Act 1974 so HSE can
adopt a proper open government 
policy and no longer deny information
to members of the public.

Reform sentencing law so
◆ Fines imposed upon convicted comp-

anies are more punitive and have a
proper deterrent effect.

◆ Companies can be sentenced to new
penalties including equity fines, 
community service, probation orders
and adverse publicity orders.

◆ Courts have the option of imprisoning
company directors and managers 
convicted of any health and safety
offence.

Improve law enforcement by
◆ Greatly increase HSE and local author-

ity resources to allow more and better
inspections, investigations and prose-
cutions (page 31).

◆ Supporting the Health and Safety
Commission’s new enforcement poli-
cy, with more support for safety
inspectors and a stricter prosecution
policy, particularly regarding the 
conduct of senior company officers.

◆ Ensuring HSE deals with those injured
or bereaved as a result of a work-
related incident in an open and trans-
parent manner that includes providing
clear reasons for enforcement 
decisions.
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Victims don’t all count at work

Not all workplace deaths make 
it to the official records. 
Last year:

291 people died in officially
recorded workplace 

incidents.

151 members of the public
died in officially recorded 

workplace incidents.

A further 32 people died 
on board British ships or at sea in
British waters. 

Up to 1,000 die each 
year in work-related road traffic
accidents.

At least 5,000 and possibly
more than 6,000  die 

every year of asbestos related lung
cancer and meso-thelioma  –  and
numbers are increasing.

Living proof

27,935 workers suffered
reported serious injuries last year.
Under-reporting means the real
figure is likely to be at least double.
Figures do not include work-related
injuries at sea or on the road.

25,000 leave the labour
market each year because 

of work-related injury or illness. 

TUC/CCA  says there 
is no safe place to work 
in Britain. They add that HSE 
claims up to 40 per cent of 
all work deaths “are the result of
serious management failures.”

Figures given are for workers and
members of the public killed in 

officially reported and recorded 
work-related incidents in the five 

years from 1 January 1997 to 
31 December 2001.

North West
Total: 262

141 employed 
+ 121 public
(Greater 
Manchester 93,
Merseyside 40)

Midlands
Total: 338 

221 employed 
+ 117 public 
(Birmingham 27)

Eastern
Total: 193 

88 employed 
+ 105 public

Wales
Total: 148 

91 employed 
+ 57 public 
(Cardiff 14)

South West
Total: 264 

128 employed + 136 public 
(Bristol 28)

Scotland
Total: 263

191 employed
+ 72 public
(Glasgow 20)

Britain
Total: 2,286 

1,350 employed 
+ 936 members of
the public 

Northern
Total: 137

90 employed 
+ 47 public
(Tyneside 38,
Teesside 30)

South East
Total: 489 

285 employed 
+ 204 public
(London 213,
Southampton 10)

Yorkshire/ 
Humberside

Total: 192 
115 employed +
77 public (South
Yorkshire 38, 
West Yorkshire 79)

Scale: >1:1 reported deaths/day
True scale:   ? deaths/day

Deaths/injury  figures are for Britain, April 2000 – March 2001, the most recent  year for which figures are available. 

Killed at work, 1997-2001

More deaths in LA 

Figures on the map are for the HSE-enforced
sector only. In the same period, 1997 to

2001, a further 131 deaths were reported
in the Local Authority-enforced sector,
with 60 employees, 3 self-employed 
and 68 members of the public killed. 

Total deaths reported to both HSE 
and Local Authority enforcement 

agencies, 1997 to 2001: 2,417.


